This same 1 in 20 carbolic solution he uses for purifying instruments (which is more convenient than boiling in private practice), and for purifying the hands of the operator and skin of the patient. The
length of time for which the instruments should be kept in solution depends upon the care with which they are washed before putting them away. Any which have teeth require to be brushed with a nail brush before they are dried, so that there may be no crust of dry blood upon them. If this has been done, the instruments require to be placed only a short time in the solution (during the administration of the anaesthetic, &c.) The skin of the patient should be purified for a few minutes by the action of the same solution ; it is not needful to apply it for hours together, or to use soap and water. Carbolic acid has a powerful affinity ior the epidermis, penetrating deeply into its substance ; and it mingles with fatty materials in any proportion. 
